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Political Science Graduate Student OrEanization Launches Blog!
By Joanna Rozpedowski

As an exercise in public intellectualism interests of our faculty and gradu-

and open democracy, the Political Sci- ate students, facilitate active dis-

ence Graduate Student Organization is cussion, and form enduring schol-

happy to announce a launch of a new arly interaction, and immutable

interdisciplinary blog, Scriptus. intellectual bonds.

We are certain that this innovative, elec- It is our hope that the department

tronic medium will combine multifaceted members will post commentaries

Public Watchdogg or Imperial Pitbulls: An Evaluation of Special Prosecutor
Investigations of Executive Branch Misconduct
By Professor Kiki Caruson

The independent counsel investigation

process was created to provide a politi-

cal1y neutral and independent avenue for

investigating executive misconduct.

Twenty investigations of high ranking

department and White House officials

occurred during the independent counsel

era. During this time, the process was

criticized for a lack ofaccountability, for

politicization, and for ineffectiveness in

terms of investigatory outcomes. Over

time, many legislators, legal scholars,

and government officials came to believe

that the attomey general-appointed sys-

tem through which Watergate was han-

dled is superior to the independent coun-

sel system. Is this indeed the case?

Despite the popularity of criticizing inde-

pendent counsel investigations for a lack

of accountability, (in terms of the cost

and duration of investigations), it is sim-

ply not the case that independent counsel

investigations were invariably long and

expensive. Exorbitant costs are not inevi-

table, nor does the length of an

investigation necessarily determine

the cost. While it is tempting to

focus attention on a few high pro-

fi1e investigations, most notably

the lran-Contra and Whitewater

inquiries, both of which were rela-

tively long and costly, the average

independent counsel investigation

lasted less than three years and the

median cost of an independent

counsel investigation was approxi-

mately $3,500 per day (in 2006

constant dollars). For some, even

this relatively modest threshold

may be too high, but to simply

characterize independent counsels,

as a whole, as operating without

limitation is flawed. In addition, as

compared to their attomey general-

appointed special counsel counter-

parts, independent counsels were

no more likely to engage in long

and costly investigations. The

on topics of general, disciplinary,

and academic interest on our blog

starting in December 2009.

The Blog's address is: http://

psgsousf.wordpress.com To be-

come a contributing writer, please e

-mail us at: psgsousf@gmail.com

comparison is limited by the small

number of special counsel investi-

gations that have occurred since

1999, but from what we have ex-

perienced to date, special counsel

investigations can last longer and

cost more than the average inde-

pendent counsel investigation.

Under the curent special counsel

system, however, attomeys general

do have a greater opportunity to

hold investigators accountable.

Lodging special counsels under the

authority of the attorney general

and by extension the president, has

several advantages. Firstly, the

Justice Department is better able to

exercise oversight regarding the

activities of special counsel inves-

tigations which provides a venue

for monitoring the factors of cost,

duration, and investigatory branch-

ing that (rightly or wrongly) under-

mined supporl for the independent

Continued on p. 5



The Politics of Problems and
"Solutions:" A Cynical Perspective
By Adam Fowler

Observation of politics for any extended period of

time can render the student well-informed but skepti-

cal to a fault. And nothing can get the cynic's blood

boiling more than the recent marathon of encroach-

ments into the private sector of our economy, or

what politicians euphemistically refer to as "capital

infusions," "injections of liquidity," "reforms,"

"overhauls," "stimulus," etc. Those phrases, along

with many other countless euphemisms, are exam-

ples of the way our elected officials attempt to con-

vince us it is OK for them to spend money they do

not have. Only they do not call such spending

"spending." To gain voter suppolt, they call it either

"investing" or "relief."

But they are often found spending money to fix a

problem that they helped create, despite their con-

stant finger pointing. And that's a trend among poli-

ticians: blaming problems they created on others,

then spending money on efforls to fix the problems

that actually make the problems worse or better

yet, acfually create new problems.

The rhetoric on both sides touting "change" and

"reform" always seems to be effective in leading a

large portion of the public to vote for them. Only

Electronic Voting and Democracy
By Toivo Voll

Voting is the central component of a democracy.

While information technology has been used from

the 1890s on to tabulate census data, the attempt to

use the same technology to replace paper election

ballots has tumed out to be a lot more difficult. Ed-

ward Felten from Princeton, among others, has been

researching many of the shortcomings and security

vulnerabilities in the systems that have been fielded

in the United States over the last decade, and the

realizalion of many of these flaws have eroded confi-

dence in the trustworthiness of election results - and

for good reason.

At the same time modern cryptography promises

unparalleled possibilities: allowing for a truly secure

and anonymous voting process with near instant

results. Systems devised by researchers address the
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later do these voters regret doing so - that is

until the same politicians invent more

"problems" for which they claim they have a

solution.

The problems we face were not caused solely

by "greedy" banks or insurance companies. or

faults in the free-market in general. The politi-

cians themselves, Republican and Democrat,

often helped c:,eate a large degree of the cur-

rent mess.

One pertinent example is in the housing and

financial industries, where government en-

couraged (and sometimes required) lending

institutions to loan to people who they under

normal circumstances would have never

loaned money. Under normal circumstances,

their business sense would have told them that

such lending was risky. But the politicians

pushed through their agenda using more

euphemistic terminology like "affordable

housing" and "non-discriminatory lending

practices."

The new problems this solution is likely to

create are inflation and a general a general

climate of irresponsibility on the part of lend-

ers and borrowers who will come to believe

there are no real consequences to their irre-

sponsible decisions - something economists

refer to as "moral hazard." No doubt the

politicians will then come up with solu-

tions to these problems that only create

more problems and on, and on and on.

And when they get on these problem-

solving kicks, arguing that government

needs to "act now" in order to quell the

panicular "crisis" of the moment. it seems

that not much can stop them. The fever-

pitch at which they pushed through these

bailouts and "recovery" measures, and the

hurried pace at which they are attempting

to completely remake health care in this

country, show evidence that they do not

want to give voters the time to think criti-

cally on these important issues.

More than just thinking critically, the

speed at which so much money has been

spent in the last few months by both par-

ties in the name of problem-solving

should cause voters to start thinking cyni-

cally. For better or worse, observing this

ever-winding problem-and-solution

frenzy can create a devout cynic out of
even the most hopeful and idealistic stu-

dent ofpolitics. <>

concerns of faimess (no-one knows the out-

come before the tally is done); eligibility and

uniqueness (only eligible voters are allowed,

and only once); uncoercability (voters cannot

prove how they voted, to thwart vote-buying

and coercion); anonymity; accuracy; efficiency

and robustness (against attempts to disrupt the

voting process). (Chen et al. 2003).

Ballot-printing machines that verifu that a ballot

is fi11ed in correctly in conjunction with optical

scanners combined with seals and physical

security procedures are the best solution avail-

able today for the multi-race and multi-issue

elections fypical in the United States. They

allow for a voter verifiable paper trail, but still

rely on the poll workers and tabulators to not

remove or insert ballots, and the intermediate

computer systems to be uncompromised.

The major hindrance for the adoption of
more secure voting schemes is the com-

plexity of the cr)?tographic techniques

vis-d-vis paper ballots - complexity not

understood by either the voter or policy-

makers. Tuming the algorithms and tech-

nology into easy-to-use and trusted prac-

tice is a significant challenge. If these

endeavors are successful. however. the

result could significantly lower the barrier

to participate in elections, lower the cost

and complexity of organizing an election,

and possibly allow for voting from mo-

bile devices. The promise for developing

countries is especially significant. For

any voting system to be accurate, it relies

on an accurate registry of voters, a pre-

requisite that may be difficult to achieve.
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A Mutually Beneficial Relationshlp
By Raheleh Dayerizadeh

There is a growing bilateral relations between the

Islamic Republic of Iran and the People's Repub-

lic of China. Both countries share an ancient

record of cooperation however; today they feel

dishonored by modern history. In the Post Cold

War Era, Chinese-Iranian relations have grown

closer economically. In addition, as Iran and

China's economic and political relations have

intensified, they have become more hostile to

American hegemony in the Middle East.

The main aspect of their relationship is the ex-

change of goods, technology, and engineering

services, for oil and gas. Although, Iran has the

world's 3'd largest oil reserves, and the second

Art: An Auxiliary of Politics?
By Joanna Rozpedowski

Strolling through the hallways and silent galler-

ies of the New York's Metropolitan Museum of
Art, one cannot but notice and engage outright

with the political substance of art or the influence

that the public life of politics of the times exerts

upon the imagery and complexity of artistic ex-

pressionism. In the new Greek and Roman

Sculpfures wing of the museum the sheer pres-

ence of political power embodied in elegant mar-

b1e hgures of the philosophers and statesman of
the third century BCE makes one ask whether

their existence in stone would have been compro-

mised if not for some ineffable necessity to pre-

serve, in tangible matter, the pervasiveness and

catatonic nature of politics.

The European Renaissance Art and the American

Art galleries contain an equally compelling exhi-

bition of naturalism with which art narrates poli-

tics and politics, in turn, inspires art. With each

representation one experiences the ostentatious

and unreseled portraiture of power, assertion of
class and rank, achievement in battle or terrible

military defeat, destruction, and collapse of
gilded reputations. Especially numerous images

of Napoleon and the European aristocracy medi-

ate and translate our historical understanding of
the infinite conflict between aspirations toward
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largest natural gas reserves, its energy resources are highly

underdeveloped. With the recent contracts signed between

Iran and China, the Islamic Republic can modernize their

energy infrastructure and enter the global energy market. In

retum, China, the world's fastest growing economy, is sup-

plied with cheap and unintemrpted flow energy. Another

commonality is the fear of U.S. supremacy in the region.

Albeit, China has major economic relations with the U.S.,

the regime's record of human rights violations and political

oppression has been subject to U.S. scrutiny. Similarly,

following the Islamic Revolution of 1979 and the seizure of
the U.S. Embassy, Iran has been subject to U.S. led sanc-

tions and containment. For China, supporting Iran is used as

a bargaining chip with the U.S. in regards to the reclamation

of Taiwan. For Iran, China serves as a major trade and stra-

tegic partner, allowing them to circumvent isolation. Fol-

lowine the Cold War. China and Iran both advocated a multi

-polar world as opposed to U.S.

unilateralism. Since 1999, Iran

and China's relationship has

become stronger. Based on the

newest aspect of their relation-

ship, energy trade, Iran and

China are trying to keep the

U.S. from gaining power in the

Middle East. However,

China's economic security and

their acceptance by the interna-

tional community, is their high-

est priority. Consequently, their

support for Iran can be under-

mined at times and Iran is will-
ing to work with these limita-

tions. <>

democracy and human proclivity for tyranny and dictator-

ship, between the legal edicts of man and the uncontestable

divine plan, between the universally encompassing drama

and volatility of existence and the simulacra of political

idealism and sel f-glorifi cation.

What then art teaches us about politics? Why cannot the

symbolism conveyed by Jacques-Louis David's "The Death

of Socrates", Rembrandt's "Aristotle with a Bust of
Homer." Sophocles' tragedies, Dante's poesy, and Shake-

speare's plays, be with great ease dismissively dissociated

from the essence of Plato's Republic, Thomas Hobbes' Ie-
viathan, Jean-Jacques Rousseau's Social Contracr? What is

it that drives the above artistic media to comment upon the

human political condition? And finally, in the world so used

to defining definitive ends, what are their purpose, function,

and utility? From the other side of the spectrum, we may

legitimately ask: Why has politics lost the wiil to engage ar1

in its own vision of the world? And why art has not become

the 'teachable' aesthetic medium for the theory of politics?

Are we speciously looking for lessons in art where none are

contained therein? I think not. Politics unlike art, has forgot-

ten that its substance lies not in the sole decrees of its con-

gresses and legal bodies, market forces and economic

trends, but in the elements far more superb than these. The

meditations on the human condition require of modern day

statesman a recollection of what makes life fruitful and full,

what encourages and promotes a taste for life well-lived,

how can human passion and inventiveness be nurtured, how

reason, morality, beauty, and rights be mutually effecting.

If, as Baltasar Gracian states, "man is bom a barbarian, only

culture redeems him from the bestial", the only culture one

deems favorable cannot be

exclusively constricted to little
ediffing political culture, which

at bottom, venerates ruinous

rivalry, calculated prudence,

andjealousy, rather than polish,

wisdom, genuine ennoblement,

magnanimity of mind and

spirit, and courtly mien. Let art,

then, in all its representational

mediums/forms, become an

adopted accessory of politics

and constifute a check on the

vicissitudes of political realism,

for even Machiavelli wrote

poetry. <>



The Vulnerability of Low Wage Nonprofit Workers in Retirement
By Professors Joan Pyne & Steven Aikins

The nonprofit sector comprises more than 1.1

million registered organizations and employs

more than 11 million people. Although non-

profit organizations are essential for address-

ing community needs, advocating for com-

munity and social change, and engaging citi-

zens in democratic problem solving, many

nonprofit workers are among the lowest

paid. Human sewice nonprofits comprise the

largest percentage ofthe 501 (c) (3) nonprofit

sector (Urban Institute, 2006). Projections of
occupations from the U. S. Census Bureau

for the years between 2006 to 2016 indicates

that jobs in health care and social assistance

services are expected to have the fastest rate

of growth over the next ten years @ohm and

Shniper, 2007).

Workers employed by nonprofit agencies

provide critical human services and these

critical services are typically underpaid. Be-

ing underpaid not only has serious implica-

tions for workers in present time but will also

affect their income security in retirement.

When pay and benefits are typically ad-

dressed in the nonprofit literature the focus is

on managerial, executive, or fundraising positions

(Gibelman, 2000; Gray and Benson, 2003; Hal-

lock, 2002; Mesch and Rooney, 2008; Oster,

1998; Ruhm & Boroski, 2003; Steinbeg, 1990).

Likewise, when the Nonprofit Times and the

Chronicle ofPhilanthropy publish salary data they

typically focus on executive and management

salaries. In fact, an article published in the Chroni-

cle ofPhilanthropy a number ofyears ago, quoted

nonprofit executives and board members defend-

ing high salaries paid to nonprofit CEOs (Lipman

& Yoelz,2002). A recent survey of executive pay

published by the Chronicle ofPhilanthropy found

that the median pay of chief executives at the na-

tion's biggest charities and foundations increased

five percent, outpacing inflation (Barton & Gose,

2008). Little research has focused on the 1ow

wages of workers in the nonprofit sector (Manzo,

2004, Odenhahl and O'Neill, 1994; Steinberg and

Jacobs, 1994, Vanneman, 1994; Warwick,

2007). This is important because in many non-

profits, little infrastructure exists for recruiting,

retaining and developing the skilled, committed

and diverse workforce and leadership the sector

needs to succeed in the decades ahead (Schmitz &

Cryer 2005).

Studies show that many employees in the

nonprofit sector, as well as some women,

minorities and the less educated are unable

to save toward retirement due to low

wages and barriers created by means tested

programs that discourage savings in order

to qualiff for benefits. Based on our analy-

sis of retirement income projections per-

formed by the Government Accountability

Office (GAO) and other researchers, and

of a field experiment conducted by the

Retirement Security Project of the National

Bureau of Economic Research NBER)
and H&R Block, we argue that these vul-

nerable groups are exposed to the risk of
poverty in their retirement years unless

practical measures are taken to address the

problem. There needs to be a re-

examination of compensation structure and

public policy changes to help improve

retirement savings of the working poor. <>

body with a microphone, a blog, or a cable

program did the same thing, though for a

slightly different reason. I checked not

because Hasan's Arab and Muslim back-

ground would validate or elucidate his

action, but because I wanted to anticipate

the windfall of culture talk his Arab and

Muslim background would surely in-

spire. Culture talk is Mahmood Mam-

dani's phrase for the discourses that con-

ceptualize all forms of Muslim violence as

the result ofatavistic deviancy.

As soon as I leamed the identity of the Fort

Hood shooter, I knew exactly the sort of
cornmentary that awaited. The guardians

of modernity in the United States would

foreground Hasan's terrible deed with

fanciful notions of cultural pathology. He

is being deemed a jihadist, the most popu-

Shooting Amerlca-€pot the Musllm
By Professor Steven Salaita (Virginia Tech)

Quickly. What is Dylan Klebold's relig-

ion? Eric Rudolph's? Theodore Kaczyn-

ski's? Seung-Hui Cho's?

Klebold, you may recall, is one of the two

Columbine shooters, Rudolph the Atlanta

Olympics bomber, Kaczynski the Una-

bomber, and Cho the perpetrator of the Vir-
ginia Tech massacre. You likely don't know

what religion each killer practiced (or, in the

case ofKaczynski, practices) because even at

the height of their media coverage reporters

and commentators didn't tell us. It never

seemed that important.

What is Nidal Hasan's relision? This is the
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sort of question on which high test scores are

made. Unlike his peers in the peculiar American

community of disgruntled gunmen, Hasan's relig-

ion seems monumentally important. It no more

explains his atrocious deed than the (unknown)

religions of the other shooters explain theirs, but it
does inform an extant belief in the United States

that Islam is a rigid progenitor of violence. Any

violent action undertaken by somebody identified

as Muslim, then, becomes the responsibility of the

religion and its 1.3 billion followers.

Upon confirmation that Hasan was the Fort Hood

shooter, I hopped online to see if, based on his

name, he is Arab or Muslim. Apparently, every-
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lar term to denote a Muslim fanatic hell-

bent on expressing his irrational haned of
all things American through spectacular

violence. In much of the commentary

around Hasan's massacre, we are hearing

"Muslim" deployed in its adjectival form,

as in "the Muslim shooter" or "the Muslim

soldier." Ha'aretz, a leading Israeli daily,

gleefully described Hasan as a perpetrator

"of Palestinian origin."

I remember distinctly that when Cho was

identified as the perpetrator of the 2007

Virginia Tech massacre, newscasters and

commentators went out of their way to

comfort viewers with the reassurance that

while horrible, his rampage wasn't an act

of terrorism, presumably because he was-

n't an Arab or Muslim. Likewise, the

Columbine murders and their many cog-

nates have rarely been described as teffor-

ism or the outcome of cultural pathology.

Cho's action was often explained in terms of his

supposed foreignness, though he was an American

citizen. Media emphasized his Korean birth as if to
suggest that his violence constituted an alien intru-

sion into a peaceable American space. The same

narrative is in play with Hasan, with the added di-

mension of terrorism because his massacre so neatly

supplements a set of racist viewpoints deeply in-

scribed in America's post-9/11 conscious-

ness. Cho's failing was being inadequately Ameri-

can. Hasan, on the other hand, is too inalterably

foreign.

My point is not to explain away or rattonalize

Hasan's horrible deed. Rather, I want to identify the

way his honible deed has reinvigorated a propensity

for culture talk in the United States any time a Mus-

lim is involved in any sort of criminal action. When

a Muslim commits violence or treachery, it is always

because of Islam. This narrative is not onlv tacitlv

racist, but stupid and shortsighted, the

result ofself-satisfaction and a smug sense

of civilizational superiority.

There is one way in particular that explain-

ing Hasan's behavior as evidence of cul-

tural pathology is morally and historically

inadequate. If we are to use a notion of
innate behaviorism to understand the Fort

Hood massacre, then we ought to remem-

ber that such massacres are common in the

United States and carried out by perpetra-

tors ofvarious ethnic and ideological back-

grounds. In other words, if commentators

insist on conceptualizing the massacre in

these rigid causal terms, then it would be

much more convincing to note that Hasan

shot up a public space because he's an

American, not because he's a Muslim. <>

tigation as a venue for embarassing the

president, but such a strategy has not been

in operation across a1l investigations.

In sum, while both independent and special

counsel investigations have been criticized

for lacking in accountability and for being

politicized-either by the special prosecu-

tors themselves, by Congress, or by the

president neither of the two systems

inevitably produces excessively long and

costly investigations. While the independ-

ent counsel era is associated with a rela-

tively large number of investigations,

twenty over a twenty year period, the cur-

rent special counsel system appears to be

an improvement in terms of providing

greater oversight of investigations, limiting
investigatory branching, and strengthening

the responsibility of the president for in-

vestigations launched by his or her admini-

stration. <>

Public WatchdoSs
(Continued.from p. l)

counsel system.

The second important advantage of the

attorney general-appointed special counsel

system is the relationship that is estab-

lished befween the executive branch and

the special counsel. Unlike the appoinr

ment of an independent counsel by a panel

offederaljudges, appointrnent by the attor-

ney general "make[s] the executive branch

accountable for the actions of the [special

prosecutor]. A president (via the attorney

general), when appointing a special coun-

sel, acts as a guarantor for the prosecutor's

competence and judgment which serues to

circumscribe any attack the president (or

his supporters) may launch on the investi-

gation. The special prosecutor's activities

are in turn more credible to the public

because presidents face pressure to make

$ Pases

appointments that are politically neutral.

Eliminating party politics from the executive-

legislative relationship with respect to special prose-

cutor investigations is impossible. Congress cannot,

and should not, be restrained from exercising its

power to request an investigation, nor is it possible

or advantageous to limit the institution's ability to

launch its own investigations and hearings. Where

there is an opportunity to expose presidential defi-

ciencies, the opposing party can be expected to act

upon it.

In the context of independent counsel investiga-

tions-roughly 80%--occurred during periods of
divided government and congressional requests for

investigations were only made by members of the

opposite party of the president. That said, only seven

of the twenty total independent counsel investiga-

tions (35%) are associated with a formal congres-

sional request for an investigation. Without a doubt,

under situations of divided government, the opposi-

tion party does have an incentive to request an inves-
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Grad Student's Bookshelf

Judith Butler, Frames of War: Wen Is

Life Grievable?

Sibyl A. Schwarzenbach, On Civic

Friendship: Including Women in the State

Mary Elise Sarotte, 1989: The Struggle

to Create Post-Cold War Europe

Bryan Caplan, The Myth of the Rational

Voter

Thomas Pegelow Kaplan, The Language

of Nazi Genocide
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PSGSO meetings are held every-other

Wednesday at 2:00 PM in SOC 389

PSGSO/GPSC 2nd Annual Interdiscipli-

nary Conference "Emerging Paradigms:

An Interdisciplinary Perspective" will
be held on April 16,2010

PSGSO/GPSC first issue of the Gradu-

ate Student Joumal Paradigms will be

launched in January 2010 (visit http:/ /

Parad igmsJoumal. googlepages.comr).

For news and events visit PSGSO's

website at'. http://www.wix.com/
psgsousfl/PSGSO
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Happy Holidays and Best Wishes for

Verlisa's Corner

Verlisa would like to remind everyone

of these important dates:

The Comprehensive Examination will
be administered Thursday, January 21,

2010.

The applications for the Ph.D. in Gov-

ernment are due February 15,2010.
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From the life of the GIA Department ...

Ph.D. Program Reception with
from History, Government, and

Faculty and Students
Sociology

U.S. Department of State Diplomat in Residence

Mr. Hilarion Martinez meets with GIA students

Senator Bill Graham visits
the GIA Department

PSGSO/GPSC "Emerging Paradigms: An
Interdisciplinary Perspective" Conference

PSGSO's
Brian Johnston & Joanna Rozpedowski would like to

thank all faculty and graduate students for their
thoughtful contributions to the Fall 2009 issue ofour

newsletter.

We invite anyone who wishes to contribute an article
to future newsletters to e-mail us at:

psgsousf@gmail.com

University ol South Florida

Political Science Graduate Student Organization
Department of Govemment & Intemational Affairs

4202F. Fowler Avenue-SOC 107

Tampa, FL33620

http://www.wix.com./psgsousfl /PSGSO


