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I will be the first to admit occasionally paying more attention to the physical gifts I've gotten each Christmas as
opposed to the real spiritual and eternal gift that the holiday was intended to recognize.

In the busyness of the season, I may unintentionally slip and forget to fully appreciate the real reason for the season.

That real reason, despite what the politically correct "happy holidays" instead of "merry Christmas" activists may
proffer, is the gift of eternal life brought to us from heaven in the form of a little Jewish boy born around 2,000 years
ago.

That little boy grew up to be a man - not just a man, but also God. He lived a sinless life - something never done
before and never repeated - all to die at the hands of his rebellious creation.

The goal of this sacrifice: to provide the greatest gift anyone could ever receive - the gift of salvation, eternal life
through the forgiveness and remission of all of our sins.

That is the real spiritual and eternal gift God offers freely to all of us.

May we never forget to understand that truth during the busyness of the season.

Yes, the physical gifts, the wintry weather and the time spent with family and friends are great gifts in themselves,
but they can never compare to the gift of eternal life.

"I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly," is what Christ said in John
10:10.

May each of us be willing to accept that great gift sent to us that first Christmas by a loving God. And with the
acceptance of that gift, may each of us have a truly merry Christmas.

Adam Fowler graduated from the University of South Florida with a degree in political science.
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