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Imagine that a group of Christians buy a piece of land and plan to build a church. Now imagine that people in the
community protest the construction and convince enough voters that the church will be a bad influence -- you know,
with its promotion of intolerance and hate toward homosexuals, pornographers and abortion doctors.

A reverse situation in Valrico has attracted local news coverage for the past few months. A group of people -- some
of them Christians -- not only have voiced their opposition to a planned bikini bar, but have called for government
action to stop it.

I find it interesting that there is such an outcry for banning this establishment, but no complaints against
mainstream retail stores which sell videos that display the same type of activity that goes on every night in adult clubs,
or worse. It seems just a little out of sync.

We Christians, and many others as well, tend to hold the idea that just because we believe something to be sinful
and wrong -- and maybe that thing very well is wrong -- that gives us the right to use government to stop it.

But we are misguided to rely too much on the will of the majority, which can have the same effect as minority rule:
the abridgment of and general lack of respect for individual rights.

Remember, this country was designed to be a constitutional republic, not a pure democracy. The principles of
private property and individual rights that are foundational to this system of government and our Bill of Rights itself
find themselves in opposition to our desire to ban suspect or unwanted establishments.

Today's society seems to be a far cry from the one Alexis de Tocqueville saw many years ago when he wrote, "In
no other country in the world is the love of property keener or more alert than in the United States, and nowhere else
does the majority display less inclination toward doctrines which in any way threaten the way property is owned."

I, with my rather libertarian leanings, tend to be averse to such bans. A few years ago, Plant City, where I live,
became home to an adult establishment known as Showgirls. The place sits conveniently near Hillsborough County's
border with Polk County, which has shunned such businesses. As a Christian, I am opposed to the activities that
probably take place there, yet I would not urge government action to get rid of it.
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The essence of limited government is that God has granted each of us the rights to life, liberty and property and that
we can use those rights the way we see fit, as long as we don't violate someone else's.

In the end, it really all depends on the value each person puts on ideas such as individual freedom and majority rule,
not on his views about the morality of bikini bars.

Adam Fowler lives in Plant City.
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