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While the debate rages over government's abridgment of liberties when it comes to national security, we often lose
sight of the abridgment of liberties that occurs every day domestically when it comes to long-standing programs that
provide other types of security.

The first such program that comes to mind, because of its similarity to the term "national security," is Social
Security. And I'm not just referring to the fact that Social Security numbers are a form of national identification
something feared by civil libertarians.

When we look at the Social Security program, who can be against it, right? It's a program that provides
much-needed income to retirees. There's nothing necessarily wrong with that idea, except for when it comes to a little
matter of liberty.

Remind yourself when it was that the government asked you if you wanted to participate in the Social Security
system? Most of us are, whether we want to or not, automatically added to it, and part of each of our pay checks is
automatically taken out.

Without reform, Social Security will likely become insolvent before my generation is ready to retire. Yet, we don't
have the liberty to decide for ourselves whether we want to take part in the system or rather save and invest our own
money for our retirement years.

It was science-fiction writer Robert Heinlein who said, "There is no worse tyranny than to force a man to pay for
what he does not want merely because you think it would be good for him." The same applies to Medicare too, given
that workers are forced to be a part of it regardless of whether or not they want to be.

I'm not necessarily against such programs as long as enrollment is voluntary. But neither I nor you have that choice,
because our elected officials, some time back, decided to give up some of our liberties in order to give us a sense of
security.

And what about the fact that both of these programs violate our financial and medical privacy as well? It's a bit off
kilter that the same people who fear that government might (emphasis on might) look at their library records and e-mail
aren't as equally or more outraged by the fact that government already has access to their pay records and doctor's visits.
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Then there's the issue of the income tax and the information the IRS demands from each of us.

These issues illustrate a different take on the idea of giving up liberty for safety. We are willing to restrict the
liberty of each individual who takes part in the programs in order to provide safety, economic security and medical care
to the masses. It's the same idea as restricting the liberty of certain groups such as Arab-Americans suspected of
terrorism in order to provide safety (in this case, from death) to the masses. Both are examples of the ends justifying the
means.

For those of you who adamantly oppose the Patriot Act and other measures that you deem to be in violation of civil
liberties, ask yourself what the difference is between the Patriot Act and the Social Security Act when it comes to
liberty?

One of the only differences seems to be that the Patriot Act was promoted by a conservative president in the name
of national security, while Social Security and Medicare were promoted by liberal presidents in the name of social
welfare. So, you see, it's not just the evil, warmongering conservatives who are willing to restrict liberties in the name of
safety, it's also the socially conscious, bleeding-heart liberals.

Throughout our history, politicians have used terms like "the greater good," "The Great Society" and even
"homeland security" to justify, whether right or wrong, their programs. We need to be cautious any time these terms are
used to be sure that they do not lead to government programs that leave us with less liberty than we had before.

While being concerned about the threat of a "police state" resulting from legislation like the Patriot Act, we
shouldn't be negligent in our concern about the threat of a "nanny state" resulting from other legislation.

Adam Fowler of Plant City works at Busch Gardens and is a graduate student in political science.
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