
Denying the foundation of our rights, revisited
Adam Fowler
01/31/05
http://adamfowlersopinion.wordpress.com/

As I heard President George W. Bush utter the words, "From the day of our Founding, we have
proclaimed that every man and woman on this earth has rights, and dignity, and matchless value,
because they bear the image of the Maker of Heaven and earth,"in his second inaugural address
Thursday, I couldn’t help but imagine atheist-activist Michael Newdow cringing in fear.

Just days before, Newdow was busy appealing a lawsuit to the U.S. Supreme Court that would
have stopped the prayer at the inaugural ceremony. His appeal was denied by both Chief Justice
William Rehnquist and Justice John Paul Stevens the day before the inaugural.

The prayer, led by the Rev. Kirbyjon Caldwell, included an ending that was more tame than the
one spoken four years ago by Caldwell: "Respecting persons of all faiths, I humbly submit this
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen." In 2001, Caldwell said "in the name that is above all
other names, Jesus the Christ."

References to God and religion were ut tered numerous times in Bush’s speech. To top it off, the
next day Bush attended the National Prayer Service.

So, with all of this, no doubt Newdow was furious. He says all of this represents a violation of his
rights and a forcing of religion on him.

This allegation is often levied by atheists and secularists, but it is far from the truth. I don’t know
of any fellow Christian who wants to force Christianity down the throats of non-believers.

I, and many other religious people, don’t favor the mention of God by government leaders
because we want to deny anyone’s rights. In fact, it’s for the opposite reason: We want to
acknowledge people’s rights.

Thomas Jefferson once said: "God who gave us life gave us liberty. And can the liberties of a
nation be thought secure when we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of
the people that these liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with His
wrath?"

Tell that to people, like Newdow, who misinterpret the U.S. Constitution to include a "separation
of church and state," and you’re bound to be accused of being a bigot for trying to impose your
religion on others.

It’s not, as some secularists claim, that we religious people need government to approve of our
religion in order for it to survive. Religion can survive just fine without government; but
government – at  least a free one – cannot survive without religion.



The very foundation of governments that recognize the individual rights of their citizens is the
existence of a God who grants those rights. There can be no absolute rights if there is not a God
who grants them.

Government is not the source of absolute rights. The only source of real, absolute and universal
human rights has to come from something above and beyond humans and their governments.
Without that outside authority, rights are subject to the will of a majority in a democracy and a
minority in a dictatorship.

The Soviet Union denied the existence of God, and along with that came the denial of people’s
rights. 

If an atheist, like Newdow, decides that the government has violated his rights,  what basis does he
have to oppose it? Atheists don’t believe that rights come from God. An atheist’s talk about rights
means nothing if such rights are at the mercy of the kind of changing human opinion that affects
public policy.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr, whose birthday we just commemorated, could not have been effective
in acknowledging rights for blacks if he didn't  base that plea on the understanding that rights come
from God and not from government. Similarly, Bush said, ". .. no one is fit to be a master, and no
one deserves to be a slave." 

Because we believe there is a God who grants us rights, religious people can say, as did Bush "...
we still believe as Abraham Lincoln did: ‘Those who deny freedom to others deserve it not for
themselves; and, under the rule of a just God, cannot long retain it.’” Unfortunately for atheists,
they can’t say that based on their belief system.


